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Summary. The technology of mining and smelting metals in antiquity
had received little serious study until quite recently. Now archaeolo-
gical excavation coupled with detailed scientific examination from
production sites all over the world is building up a comprehensive
picture of the development of one of human society’s key tech-
nologies. Mining and smelting sites present very different problems
and potentials from most ancient sites, and in this lecture some of the
archaeological and scientific methodology will be described. There
will also be an outline of the development of metallurgy based on
this approach, exemplified by sites in Britain, the Mediterranean and
India.
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