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Illustrated Lecture by William Dalrymple 

‘From the Holy Mountain: A Journey in the Shadow of Byzantium’ 
in aid of the BISI Appeal to bring Iraqi scholars to the UK 

Thursday 19 June 2008 at 6.30 p.m. 
BP Lecture Theatre, The British Museum 

 
William Dalrymple was born in Scotland and brought up on the shores of the Firth of Forth. He wrote the highly 
acclaimed bestseller In Xanadu when he was twenty-two. In 1989 William moved to Delhi where he lived for six 
years researching his second book, City of Djinns, which won the 1994 Thomas Cook Travel Book Award and the 
Sunday Times Young British Writer of the Year Award. From the Holy Mountain, his acclaimed study of the 
demise of Christianity in its Middle Eastern homeland, was awarded the Scottish Arts Council Autumn Book 
Award for 1997. A collection of his writings about India, The Age of Kali, won the French Prix D'Astrolabe in 2005.   
White Mughals was published in 2003, the book won the Wolfson Prize for History 2003 and the Scottish Book of 
the Year Prize.  
 
William Dalrymple is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature and of the Royal Asiatic Society. In 2002 he was 
awarded the Mungo Park Medal by the Royal Scottish Geographical Society for his ‘outstanding contribution to 
travel literature’. He wrote and presented the television series Stones of the Raj and Indian Journeys, which won the 
Grierson Award for Best Documentary Series at BAFTA in 2002. His Radio 4 series on the history of British 
spirituality and mysticism, The Long Search, won the 2002 Sandford St Martin Prize for Religious Broadcasting. In 
December 2005 his article on the madrasas of Pakistan was awarded the prize for Best Print Article of the Year at 
the 2005 FPA Media Awards. June 2006 he was awarded the degree of Doctor of Letters honoris causa from the 
University of St Andrews “for his services to literature and international relations, to broadcasting and 
understanding”. In 2007, The Last Mughal won the prestigious Duff Cooper Prize for History and Biography.  
William is married to the artist Olivia Fraser, and they have three children. They now divide their time between 
London and Delhi.  More details are available on his website http://www.williamdalrymple.com/ 
The ticket cost is £15.  For BM Friends, Concessions and BISI members tickets cost £10.  (First come first served 
basis.)  Tickets will be sent to the address provided. Please send your reply form by Monday, 16 June 2008 to:   
BISI/Dalrymple Lecture, 10 Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y 5AH, UK. For further information please 
contact: Joan Porter MacIver, BISI Administrator at e-mail: bisi@britac.ac.uk (preferred) or tel. 020 7969 5274  
British Institute for the Study of Iraq (Gertrude Bell Memorial)www.britac.ac.uk/institutes/iraq/newevents.htm 
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Reply form for the BISI Appeal Lecture by William Dalrymple 19 June 2008 in the BP Lecture Theatre, The British Museum 
 
Name _________________________________________    Guest’s Name(s) _____________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________    E-mail & or Tel. no._____________________________ 
 
I am paying for _________ Tickets at £15 & / or _________Tickets at £10               Total enclosed __________. 
All cheques should be made payable to the British Institute for the Study of Iraq and sent to the address above. 
     I wish to pay by Visa/ MasterCard/AMEX/Switch  I authorise you to debit my account with the amount of £_______  
 
Card Number (below)  Security No. on reverse of card   _____  _____ _____  Issue No._______ 
 

               
 

 

 
Expiry Date of card   M/Y              //      British Museum Friends #__________________ 
 
 
 Signature__________________________________________________          Date___________  
(Please note if name or address is different from above.  Your credit card receipt will be sent with your tickets.)        
        
       If you Gift Aid your donation, BISI will continue to receive an additional 28p. BISI can claim Gift Aid tax relief of 25p on 
every pound you give. HMRC will also be operating transitional provisions for Gift Aid donations made from 6 April 2008 
until 5 April 2011, paying a Government supplement of 3p on every pound you give.   
                                    
Signature______________________________________________         Date  ______________            Registered Charity No. 219948 
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